
I
t’s that time of the year when AIN’s editors cast our collective mind back
over the people and the events that captured our attention through the past
12 months and inspired the thousands of manuscript pages that filled our
2004 issues. Despite (or because of) the U.S.’s preoccupation with a repeat
of 9/11, it didn’t happen, and the turnaround in the fortunes of the U.S.

economy (and in turn business aviation) finally took hold after about three years
of relative hardship. People made headlines, as usual, for all the right and
wrong reasons, a situation seen clearly at NBAA with the April departure of its
much ballyhooed president after just nine months on the job and the subsequent
recruitment of GAMA’s leader as her replacement. The guru of homebuilders
sent a man into space and Mother Nature wrought her fury on the Southeast.
NetJets pilots held out for a bigger slice of the fractional pie, and a changing of
the guard shook the upper echelons at Bombardier just last month. Entrepre-
neurs and casualties fueled headlines in the VLJ field, and a Japanese giant
stayed as inscrutable as ever on plans for its small turbofan and airframe.–N.M. 
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T I M E L I N E

January

JJANAN.. 11 Bizjet operators grounded for not having
mandatory ELTs

February

FFEBEB.. 66 Flight Safety Foundation founder Jerry
Lederer dies at age 101; Learjet 40 
enters service

FFEBEB.. 99 Embraer 190 rolls out
FFEBEB.. 2020 Embraer 170 receives FAA and 

JAA certification

ASIAN AEROSPACE (FEB. 24-29)
Gulfstream introduces G350; Cessna
introduces 2004 edition of Citation X; Honey-
well Primus Epic receives FAA approval 

FFEBEB.. 2626 Macedonian president Boris Trajkovski 
killed in a King Air 200 crash

March

MMARCHARCH 99 Gulfstream G550 wins EASA nod

MMARCHARCH 1212 Bombardier Global 5000 gains
Canadian approval; Embraer 
190 first flight

HELI-EXPO (MARCH 15-17)

Bell launches 427i

MMARCHARCH 2323 Citation XLS receives FAA approval

MMARCHARCH 2929 Grob-Werke G160 Ranger first flight

April

AAPRILPRIL 11 Shelley Longmuir resigns as 
NBAA president

AAPRILPRIL 1212 Allied Capital finalizes deal to acquire
Mercury Air Centers

AAPRILPRIL 2222 Donald Burr and Robert Crandall 
announce plans for Pogo air-taxi network

May

MMAAYY 44 First flight of P&WC PW615F,
Citation Mustang engine

MMAAYY 77 Macquarie Bank of Australia agrees 
to buy Atlantic Aviation

MMAAYY 1313 Diamond Aircraft DA42 TwinStar is 
EASA certified 

MMAAYY 1919 Gulfstream 550 team receives Collier Trophy

MMAAYY 2424 Boeing discloses sale of commercial finance
unit to GE Commercial Finance

EBACE (MAY 25-27)
Dassault announces Falcon 900DX to
replace 900C; a BBJ heading to the
convention becomes first business jet to 
cross the North Atlantic using future air
navigation systems technology to
communicate with ATC

MMAAYY 2929 NAL Saras first flight

Takeo Fukui,
Honda Motor president and CEO__________________________________________

He’s the president and CEO of Honda Motor, and
his heart appears to be in the clouds. Takeo Fukui,
60, leader of one of the world’s most influential auto-
motive empires, participated in his first NBAA Con-
vention last year in Las Vegas. He was there to sign
the formal agreement for a joint venture with Gen-
eral Electric to continue developing and marketing
Honda’s HF118 turbofan. It’s big news, and aviation
industry observers are speculating that Honda could
do for aircraft what it has done for cars.

Honda has been quietly at work on its 1,600-
pound-thrust turbofan since the mid-1980s. In coop-
eration with GE, Honda now intends it to be the first
in a series of engines ranging from about 1,000 to
3,500 pounds of thrust. To date, no established air-
framers have stepped forward as launch customers,
but Honda said it is talking to at least four prospects,
including Embraer, which has yet to formally an-
nounce that it is working on a light jet.

A dark-horse possibility to place the
HF118 into production is the airframe
to which it is currently attached–the
HondaJet. Under cloaked development in
Greensboro, N.C., the Cessna Mustang-
size HondaJet is far more advanced than
simply a testbed for new engines. With its
over-the-wing engine configuration and
advanced laminar-flow wing, the Honda-
Jet is raising eyebrows among traditional
airframers who might have their sights set
on the $300,000 (estimated) HF118. One
thorny question: would a jet manufacturer
consider the Honda engine if it knew it
would be competing directly with Honda
for sales of aircraft?

Fukui’s two predecessors at Honda Motor’s helm
were aeronautical engineers. The current president
himself has cited the aspirations his company has had
for an aviation connection dating back to the close of
World War II. Experts differ on exact numbers, but all
agree that Honda has spent a substantial portion of its
annual $400 million research and development bud-
get on aviation-related projects. Fukui has said that,
from childhood, he envisioned developing an aircraft
that costs no more than a luxury automobile.

At the North American International Auto Show in
Detroit last year, Fukui said, “Beginning with motor-
cycles, Honda has always been a company that has ac-
tively pursued mobility. Mobility is a basic desire,
right and joy for all people. Honda continues to pursue
mobility from all dimensions. Mobility in the third di-
mension–the sky–was a dream we have had since
shortly after our company was founded. Honda will
continue our effort to attain the ultimate in advanced
mobility to create joy and happiness for people.” –M.P.

NetJets Pilots__________________________________________

If frustration could be converted into electricity,
the nearly 2,000 NetJets pilots collectively could
light up a town. The unionized fractional pilots, rep-
resented by the International Brotherhood of Team-
sters (IBT) Local 284, waited patiently for nearly
three years for a new work contract, only to find that
the tentative agreement (TA) reached in late August
wasn’t quite what they expected.

By mid-September it became evident that the deal
struck between the NetJets pilots’ master executive
council (MEC) and the fractional aircraft company was
essentially dead on arrival. Many pilots balked at the
wages offered, though lesser benefits, fewer gateways
and other issues helped to seal the TA’s official defeat
on October 29 by 82 percent of the membership.

A group of five NetJets pilots–James Brady, Tim

Nelson, Bill Olsen, Greg Rountree and Amy Vi-
dovich–banded together this summer to form Strong
Union, which led the fight against the TA. These pi-
lots ran as a slate for the planned October 28 MEC
elections, promising to fight for a contract with better
wages and benefits. However, Local 284 voided the
leadership election due to balloting concerns and the
election was scheduled for December 22 (for results,
go to www.ainonline.com).

As a result of these delayed elections, on Novem-
ber 1 the terms of the former MEC members–chair-
man Dave Vermeulen, vice chairman Peter Britt, Paul
Heimann, Roger Battistoni and Mitch Michel–ex-
pired, leaving the pilot group without peer representa-
tion. In the meantime, contract negotiations have
gone nowhere, though Strong Union said NetJets
management has been engaging individual pilots in
discussions about contractual items. While it’s unclear
whether this discussion violates federal laws, a union
watchdog labeled it “bad-faith bargaining.”

But the drama doesn’t end here. Strong Union is also
working to disaffiliate the NetJets pilots
from Local 284, which is actually a truck
drivers’ local, after a series of missteps by
the local. The activist group ran a petition
drive to break from the local and by mid-
November had received about 1,300
signed petitions. In late November, Strong
Union’s Vidovich told AIN that it appears
that the IBT will allow the NetJets pilots to
form their own local, allowing them better
access to resources and more say in how
their dues are spent.

If elected, Strong Union has plans
that extend far beyond negotiating a new
contract with NetJets management and
forming its own local. The five NetJets

pilots have started another group called the Associa-
tion of Shared Aircraft Pilots (ASAP), with the intent
of unionizing other fractional pilot workforces. –C.T.

Burt Rutan and the
SpaceShipOne team__________________________________________

Burt Rutan occasionally pulls pranks on visitors to
his facility in Mojave, Calif. I know this because on a
mid-1990s tour of projects under way at Scaled Com-
posites, fellow aviation writer Peter Garrison and I
expressed curiosity about a massive propeller blade.
Without batting an eye, Rutan allowed that it was to
propel a large unmanned drone that he was develop-
ing. It would have been a huge drone indeed, because
the blade was about 65 feet long. Rutan strung us
along for a while before admitting it was actually a
blade for an electricity-generating wind turbine.

It was therefore with some skepticism that, a few
years ago, I sat across from the great innovator in his
office and listened as he outlined his plans to build a
small spacecraft with which to launch the business of
space tourism. Even the words “space tourism”
sounded alien at the time. Unlike the big propeller
blade, this turned out to be no joke, as the world dis-
covered on the first day of summer last year when
longtime Scaled test pilot Mike Melvill, strapped into
a small winged craft called SpaceShipOne, fell away
from the White Knight mother ship, lit a rocket motor
fueled by rubber and laughing gas and aimed for the
heavens. A wild ride marked by multiple unintended
rolls carried him to 328,491 feet, beating the goal of
100 km (62 miles) by just a few feet but securing his
team’s place in history by becoming the first astronaut
to ride a privately developed craft into space.

Microsoft billionaire Paul Allen had bankrolled the
project to the tune of some $20 million, so while the
$10 million Ansari X Prize for making two trips into
space with the same craft within two weeks did not
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make the feat financially profitable, it was clearly an incen-
tive destined to hold as much historical significance as the
trophies and prizes that had fueled aviation’s advances in the
1930s.

Even before Rutan’s team did indeed win (and subse-
quently share) the X Prize by making two flights (on Sep-
tember 29, piloted again by Melvill, and on October 4
with Brian Binnie at the controls), Virgin Atlantic em-
peror Sir Richard Branson once again demonstrated his
knack for staying on the cutting edge by not only sponsor-
ing both X Prize flights but also announcing a 15-year,
$21.5 million agreement with Allen’s Mojave Space Ven-
tures under which Branson’s new company, Virgin Galac-
tic, would build spaceships based on the SS1 concept and
operate the world’s first space tourism service. Flights are
scheduled to begin aboard the first ship, the VSS (Virgin
Space Ship) Enterprise, in 2007, with seats costing
$208,000. Those two words, “space tourism,” virtually
unknown six years ago, have come a long way, thanks to
the ever imaginative Rutan. –N.M.

Hurricanes Leave Wake of
Destruction across Florida__________________________________________

By the time hurricane season was over last fall, high
winds and at least one tornado byproduct had left a wake

of destruction across Florida, with the damage total
estimated at nearly $30 billion. Aviation-related damage
estimates alone were in the $150 million range.

In a period of six weeks, four hurricanes–Charley,
Frances, Ivan and Jeanne–slammed into the Sunshine State.
On August 13, Charley hit Florida’s southwest coast and
moved northeast across the state. A little more than three
weeks later, on September 5, Frances hit the southeast coast
in the Miami/Fort Lauderdale area and rolled west. Ivan
pounded Florida’s western panhandle on September 16,
and on September 25 Jeanne added more brutal winds and
torrential rains to the total as it moved west and then north
across the state from the Miami/Fort Lauderdale area.

During Hurricane Charley, winds at Kissimmee Gate-
way Airport were measured at 137 mph. That was before
the equipment broke. If Charley itself wasn’t enough, the
hurricane winds spawned a tornado that raced across the
field, tearing off hangar roofs, ripping off sheets of metal
siding and tossing the few remaining airplanes that hadn’t
flown to safer climes into piles of broken wreckage. Ed
Zwirn, CEO of the SheltAir chain, estimated the  damage
to two of the company’s Florida FBOs–one at Orlando
Executive Airport and one at Daytona Beach Interna-
tional–to be $6 million. Ranger Jet Center calculated its
losses to be $2.5 million.

At Showalter Flying Service, company president Kim
Showalter figured they got lucky. No one was injured and
early damage estimates were reduced from $6 million to $4
million. Visitors to Showalter’s Orlando Executive Airport
facilities could see little evidence of the hurricanes, but the
40 T-hangars that were destroyed will have to meet current
building codes when they are replaced. This, said Showal-
ter, will mean that hangars that rented for $250 a month be-
fore will rent for $400 or $450 a month after they are
rebuilt. Worse, Showalter also figured that at least some
owners of the 50 to 60 airplanes displaced by the hangar

destruction will get comfortable elsewhere and not return
when space is available. 

While losses in some cases were substantial, the industry
appears to be taking it in
stride and is looking for-
ward to an improving
economy. Ranger is al-
ready rebuilding the two
hangars lost in the hurri-
canes, erecting one new
one and making plans
for a fourth.

Construction on the
new Tampa Interna-
tional Jet Center at
Tampa International
Airport wasn’t com-
plete when the first
hurricane hit, and FBO president Phil Botana said he
felt he had dodged a bullet with “only minimal damage.”
The FBO opened on schedule in October. –K.J.H.

Russ Mowry,
New York City Newscopter Pilot__________________________________________

When gunfire erupted on a busy New York City street
last May 4, News Chopper 4 pilot Russ Mowry and his
crew headed to the scene expecting to be the first to report
on the unfolding story. Instead, the crash of Mowry’s heli-
copter onto a Brooklyn rooftop minutes later put him
squarely in the national spotlight after dramatic video
footage from another news helicopter showed his out-of-
control chopper slamming into a building, breaking apart
and tumbling onto a second building.

Mowry, a 6,500-hour pilot who flew Huey gunships in
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Two years ago the NBAA board of directors decided
not to extend the contract of Jack Olcott, who had been
the face of the business aviation organization for more than
a decade, launching the association into a tumult that
seems finally to be playing itself out.

In a nine-month span–from early July 2003 until April 1
last year–Shelley Longmuir came and went as Olcott’s suc-
cessor, taking with her Robert Warren, whom she had hired
as executive vice president. But before she departed, Bob
Blouin resigned as senior vice president of operations, then
rescinded his resignation after Longmuir’s departure. Cas-
sandra Bosco, who previously decided to leave her post as
director of public relations, also changed her mind upon
Longmuir’s exit.

Board chairman Don Baldwin then assumed the post of
interim president and CEO and briefly flirted with the idea of
tossing his hat in the ring to take over the job permanently.
The board formed a search committee to find a new presi-
dent and CEO, eventually settling on then-General Aviation
Manufacturers Association (GAMA) president and CEO Ed
Bolen. Bolen told AIN that he was happy at his old job at
GAMA and had not actively sought the NBAA presidency.

Before Bolen assumed control of NBAA in early Septem-
ber, however, there were additional staff changes at the or-
ganization. Blouin resubmitted his resignation, followed
shortly by Pete West, who resigned as senior vice president

of government and public affairs as of No-
vember 1, and Joe Ponte, who retired from
NBAA as of November 30. All said they en-
dorsed the selection of Bolen to head NBAA.

Bolen told AIN shortly after taking office
that he will be personally involved to a large
degree in NBAA’s lobbying efforts, which he
called a priority for the association to move
forward. Kansas native Bolen’s general avia-
tion roots extend back more than a decade
to his days as a Capitol Hill staffer.

Ironically, it was Longmuir’s stellar reputa-
tion as a lobbying superstar for United Airlines
that prompted the board to select her from a
list of 100 potential successors to Olcott. As United’s top
drumbeater, she carried an impressive portfolio of credentials
that included overseeing a team of more than 50 attorneys,
economists and lobbyists responsible for implementing the
airline’s regulatory and governmental agendas. She had also
held posts in the executive branch of the federal government
and had ties with the Bush White House.

From the outset, however, she came under fire for her
lack of business aviation acumen and her decision to be-
come a commuter president by maintaining her primary resi-
dence in Chicago. Then she hired Warren, also an airline
industry alum, as her second-in-command.

Whenever Longmuir was unavailable,
NBAA staffers found themselves reporting
to Warren as chief operating officer. That did
not sit well with a small staff used to dealing
directly with Olcott. Friction also arose be-
tween Longmuir and the board of directors
over what direction NBAA should take.

Initially, both Longmuir and NBAA
claimed the resignations of Longmuir and
Warren were amicable. But Warren e-mailed
several hundred NBAA members two weeks
later saying he resigned in protest of the
board’s treatment of Longmuir.

Since Bolen took over at NBAA, he has
moved quickly to bolster and realign NBAA’s senior staff. He
hired Steve Brown away from the FAA as NBAA senior v-p of
operations, replacing Bob Blouin, and selected aviation lobby-
ist Lisa Piccione as senior v-p of government affairs, replacing
West. Finally, he named NBAA staffers David Almy and Kath-
leen Blouin senior v-p of marketing and communications, and
senior v-p of conventions and seminars, respectively. The two
will split Ponte’s duties. 

“At the end of the day,” Bolen told AIN, “this is a com-
munity that deserves world-class representation, and we’re
going to find a way to make that a reality.” –P.L.
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June

JJUNEUNE 22 Cessna Citation Sovereign receives 
FAA type certificate

JJUNEUNE 99 Safire Aircraft suspends operations due to
lack of funding; Borge Boeskov, former
chief of Boeing Business Jets, dies at age
68; Sikorsky S-92 EASA certified

JJUNEUNE 1212 Richard Heckman, v-p of sales and mar-
keting for Flight Options, dies at age 43

JJUNEUNE 2020 John Goglia leaves NTSB

JJUNEUNE 2121 SpaceShipOne first flight

JJUNEUNE 2222 Dassault Falcon 2000EX EASy cockpit
FAA certified

JJUNEUNE 2222 Learjet 40 receives Transport Canada
approval

JJUNEUNE 2828 Honeywell Primus Epic avionics system
certified on Dassault 2000EX

July

JJULULYY 1818 Bombardier Global 5000 receives
EASA certification

FARNBOROUGH (JULY 19-25)
Epic Aircraft LT first flight; Agusta
launches A109S Grand; Bombardier
Learjet 40XR introduced

JJULULYY 2222 Extra EA-500 earns EASA
certification 

JJULULYY 2727 Adam Aircraft A500 first flight

JJULULYY 2929 Eurocopter EC 225 receives 
EASA approval 

JJULULYY 3030 Williams International FJ33-3A wins
FAA approval; Al Conklin retires 
from Conklin & de Decker

August

AAUGUG.. 1212 Gulfstream G450 awarded FAA
certification

AAUGUG.. 2727 Carlyle Group finalizes purchase 
of Garrett Aviation

AAUGUG.. 3030 Gulfstream rolls out 100th G200

AAUGUG.. 3131 ExecuJet Aviation acquires Jet
Connection Businessflight

September

SSEPTEPT.. 77 Ed Bolen becomes NBAA president;
Gulfstream 200 receives EASA
certification

SSEPTEPT.. 9 9 Safire Aircraft evicted from Florida
offices for failure to pay rent

Vietnam, was hovering about 1,000 feet above the ac-
tion on Flatbush Avenue when something went wrong.
He radioed “Tail rotor failure!” to controllers at New
York JFK Tower and for the next 30 seconds desper-
ately tried to hang on as the helicopter reeled across
the sky, teetering on the edge of controllability several
times before finally plummeting toward a four-story
building and smashing into a small brick chimney on
the roof. The impact slowed the helicopter just enough
that it slowly tumbled and dropped two stories in a
twisted heap onto the roof of another building, shed-
ding its rotor blades and tail on the way. 

The footage of the crash is difficult for any pilot to
watch, but especially so for Mowry, who says he has
no doubt that the chimney on the edge of that rooftop

saved his life.
“We were hovering and

everything was fine,”
Mowry told NBC News
after the crash. “My first
recollection of a problem
is when I was looking
straight down at the
ground. I tried to keep it
straight and level, but it
was impossible. I don’t
know that I was even fly-

ing the helicopter. I was really just fighting to hang
on. That chimney was the last thing I saw before
what I was sure was the end of my life.” 

The NTSB has yet to complete its investigation
into what caused the helicopter to go out of control,
but not surprisingly initial suspicion has centered on
the tail rotor. The AS 350B was subject to a February
2002 AD that required inspection of tail-rotor blades
for cracks and the replacement of any damaged ones,
although maintenance records show the work was
performed on schedule. 

The Eurocopter’s fuel cells remained well enough
intact after the crash to prevent a fire, which almost
certainly would have spelled doom for the three uncon-
scious men on board, who besides Mowry included a
news reporter and another pilot in the back seat. 

Mowry, the most badly injured of the three, suf-
fered a broken ankle, cuts, bruises and a black eye,
but miraculously nothing more serious. He is still un-
dergoing physical therapy for his injuries. Asked if
he would ever fly again, Mowry said he was anxious
to get back in the air.

“My last helicopter flight is one I’ll land and walk
away from,” he said. “That was not my last helicopter
flight.” –S.P.

Paul Tellier,
Bombardier president and CEO__________________________________________

Paul Tellier’s time on the hot seat as CEO of Bom-
bardier came to an abrupt end last month, when the
company’s board of directors pulled the proverbial
plug on the 65-year-old executive’s three-year con-
tract. To the outside observer, Bombardier’s stated
reason seemed valid–Tellier told the board he planned
to leave once his contract expired next year, and given
that the company’s stock price has dropped by more
than two-thirds since the former Canadian National
Railway chief executive took over from Bob Brown
two years ago, any instability such a move might sig-
nal would make things that much harder to boost
“shareholder value,” reasoned the powers that be. 

Of course, speculation runs rampant about other
reasons. Two other board members decided to quit at
the same time, raising suspicion that a rift between
warring camps had become a gulf too wide to bridge.
In fact, the old guard seemed to have prevailed, as ex-
ecutive chairman Laurent Beaudoin assumed the CEO

duties for the second time in his 41-year career with
Bombardier–not counting the short period he served
as CEO between Brown’s departure and Tellier’s ar-
rival. Beaudoin’s son Pierre and rail division president
Andre Navarri joined the elder Beaudoin to form a
new three-member office of the president. 

Whatever the reasons for the change, they weren’t
for any indolence on Tellier’s watch. During his two-
year tenure Tellier brought drastic changes to the
company’s portfolio and structure, including the sale
of Belfast City Airport in Northern Ireland, divest-
ment of the company’s defense services and recre-
ational products division, factory closings, dividend
cuts and a $1.2 billion equity offering. Announced
job losses by the end of this year total 22,000, while
production of CRJ regional jets fell from 98 to 54. 

Although painful for Bombardier’s workers in Ger-
many, Britain and Canada, the moves helped stem a
tide of red ink that soaked the company’s balance
sheets since 2002. Comparatively strong business jet
sales helped the company turn a second-quarter profit
of C$23 million, followed by a C$10 million gain dur-
ing the third quarter. Meanwhile, in the last year on
Tellier’s watch Bombardier certified three new busi-
ness jets: the Global 5000, the Learjet 45XR and (due
by the end of last month) the Global Express XRS. 

“The corporation hired Mr. Tellier as an agent of
change and he has delivered,” said the elder Beaudoin.
“Considering the evolution of the business and our
challenges at this point, the corporation has come to an
agreement with Mr. Tellier and I am pleased that we
are parting ways on good terms. We thank him for his
contribution to the evolution of our corporation.” –G.P.

Camilo Salomon,
Safire president and CEO__________________________________________

Safire Aircraft, like most would-be first-time busi-
ness jet designers and builders, always had financial
problems. The company has been grounded since
June 9, when lack of funding forced it to suspend op-
erations. Camilo Salomon has led the company for
more than two years as president and CEO, and in
that time Safire accomplished much toward the devel-
opment and marketing of the Safire Jet VLJ. But Sa-
lomon’s achievements might be keeping a struggling
company hanging on.

Even after suspending operations last June, laying
off most of its employees and eventually being evicted
from its Miami headquarters, Safire Aircraft continued
to linger, with ever en-
thusiastic and confident
Salomon claiming that
various rounds of new fi-
nancing were in the works.
He refused to concede de-
feat, claiming that filing
for bankrupty protection
was “not an option.” 

Safire Aircraft was
founded in 1998 to de-
velop a very light twinjet,
originally the all-composite S-26 powered by two Ag-
ilis engines. The company dropped that design in
favor of the all-metal Safire Jet powered by Williams
International engines. Under the company’s original
schedule, an aircraft was to make its first flight in 2003
and receive certification last year. Safire has yet to fly
an aircraft and no new schedule has been announced. 

Salomon was hired as executive v-p by Safire
founder and then-CEO Michael Margaritoff. He
was named president in 2002, succeeding Robert
Kuhn. Before joining Safire, Salomon was manag-
ing director of Institutional Investors Consulting, a 
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Houston-based investment advisory group assisting
institutional tax-exempt funds and trusts in the areas
of investment, control and administration. Before
that, he was v-p of another Houston company,
Meridian Finance Group. There, Salomon provided
investment banking services for corporations and in-
frastructure projects in emerging markets. 

As founder and president of Salomon Consulting,
he provided financial advisory services for multina-
tional corporations operating in Colombia. Salomon
also served as CEO of Eurocol Investments in
Colombia, where he led the overall design and im-
plementation of worldwide investment strategies. He
was also a financial consultant at John Snow, Inc. in
Washington, D.C., where he offered management
consulting services for development projects under
contracts with multilateral and U.S. government
agencies. Salomon graduated from the Business
School of Los Andes University, Bogota, Colombia.

One year ago this month Safire filed a type cer-
tificate application for its VLJ, the first step in the
long process toward type certification. There has
been no progress since last June, however, when op-
erations ceased. The Safire Aircraft Web site is still
online, but it hasn’t been updated since the com-
pany suspended operations. Nevertheless, “We have
no plans to give up,” remains Salomon’s battle cry
as he continues to search for that elusive funding.
Hope springs eternal. –G.G.

Robert Crandall and
Donald Burr, Pogo__________________________________________

The dream of low-cost, point-to-point air travel
took one more step toward reality when former air-

line antagonists Robert Crandall and Donald Burr
announced in May the launch of a start-up company
that would use the yet-to-be-certified Adam A700
very light jet in Part 135 air-taxi operations. The
two had butted heads in the 1980s when Crandall
commanded American Airlines and Burr shook up
the traditional carriers by founding low-fare airline
People Express. A price war ensued and People Ex-
press faced bankruptcy before being bought by
Continental Airlines.

But last year the two former adversaries com-
bined their talents and money to create iFly Air Taxi.
They had to drop that name, however, because for
ATC reasons the FAA frowns on use of the word
“taxi” and because Independence Air began using
“Flyi” as a slogan. Crandall and Burr adopted Pogo
as the company’s moniker in July.

Crandall is Pogo’s chairman and Burr its CEO.
Other investors include Don’s son Cameron Burr,
president; Dave Hurley, vice chairman of PrivatAir;
and Julian Robert, founder of hedge fund Tiger
Management.

Stratford, Conn.-based Pogo has placed an order
for 75 A700s valued at $150 million. The seven-
seat (2 + 5) twin turbine is a derivative of the A500
piston twin, but has yet to fly as a conforming air-
craft. Its certification date has slipped from early
this year at the time of the iFly announcement to
sometime this year at press time. That has placed
Pogo’s plan to start flight operations in the second
quarter of this year about one year behind schedule
Don Burr told AIN.

Financing is another factor. Crandall and Burr
say they have raised some $8 million so far, but
they need $20 million in equity for infrastructure

T I M E L I N E (continued)

September (cont.)

SSEPTEPT.. 1010 Williams International FJ33-4A 
wins FAA approval

SSEPTEPT.. 1212 Universal Avionics founder Hubert 
Naimer dies

SSEPTEPT.. 1616 Universal Avionics receives FAA
certification for its EFI-890 R retrofit
cockpit in a Bombardier Challenger

SSEPTEPT.. 2121 20th anniversary of first flight 
of Falcon 900

SSEPTEPT.. 2727 Sikorsky completes acquisition 
of Schweizer

October

OOCTCT.. 88 Cessna Citation CJ1+ first flight

NBAA CONVENTION (Oct. 11-14)
Aerion and Supersonic Aerospace
each announce plans to build super-
sonic business jets; Avanti II
announced; Bombardier Global 5000
receives FAA certification; 40th
anniversary of Raytheon Beechcraft
King Air series; GE and Honda
Motor create GE Honda Aero
Engines; Honeywell receives EASA
certification for TFE731-20BR
engine for Learjet 45XR

OOCTCT.. 1818 Cessna Citation CJ3 wins FAA type
certificate

OOCTCT.. 2626 NTSB releases final report on
American Airlines Flight 587 crash

OOCTCT.. 2929 NetJets pilots reject tentative 
contract agreement

OOCTCT.. 3131 Fernand Francois retires as EBAA
CEO, replaced by Brian Humphries

November

NNOOVV.. 11 Gulfstream 350 receives FAA 
type certification

NNOOVV.. 1515 Gulfstream Broad Band MultiLink 
certified on GV

NNOOVV.. 1919 G450 receives EASA approval

December

DDECEC.. 22 Cessna delivers first CJ3

DDECEC.. 77 Embraer 195 first flight
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Handoffs

BOEING BUSINESS JETS: LEE MONSON TO STEVEN HILL
Former Boeing Aircraft Trading business director Steven

Hill was appointed president of Boeing Business Jets in Au-
gust last year, replacing Lee Monson. Before joining Boeing
Aircraft Trading, Hill was responsible for all technical, opera-
tional, completion and fleet-support aspects of Boeing Busi-
ness Jets. He joined Boeing in 1974 and has had various roles
in the company’s defense and space group, as well as in its
commercial airplane sector.

Meanwhile, Monson was named vice president of Boeing
Commercial Airplanes Sales for the Middle East and Africa. Mon-
son became president of Boeing Business Jets in June 2001, re-
placing Borge Boeskov, who had led the company since its
inception in July 1996. Boeskov passed away in June last year at
age 68. Boeing Business Jets, a joint venture between Boeing
and General Electric, said it has received orders for more than 91
aircraft and nearly 80 of those are now in service worldwide.–G.G.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES IN EUROPEAN BIZAV
After more than a decade of complete stability at the Eu-

ropean Business Aviation Association (EBAA), there was
change at the top of the organization last year, but there was
also a strong element of continuity in the leadership reshuffle.
At the end of October EBAA chairman Brian Humphries suc-
ceeded Fernand Francois as chief executive of the Brussels-
based group. Francois retired after holding the post for 12
years, during which time EBAA grew significantly and
launched the highly successful annual European Business
Aviation Convention & Exhibition.

Stepping into Humphries’ shoes as the new EBAA chair-
man was Dr. Rudolfo Baviera, who is also chairman and CEO
of Italian executive charter and aircraft management company
Eurofly Service. At the same time, Humphries retired as man-

aging director of Shell Aircraft and took over the chairmanship
of the British Helicopter Advisory Board from Lord Glenarthur.
The EBAA board elected Abelag Aviation deputy director gen-
eral Hervé Laitat its new treasurer.

Around the same time, the UK’s Business Aircraft Users
Association (BAUA) and the General Aviation Manufacturers
and Traders Association (GAMTA) merged to form the British
Business and General Aviation Association. GAMTA chief ex-
ecutive Mark Wilson took over the reins at the new organiza-
tion and BAUA chief executive John Batty now oversees the
group’s business aviation activities. –C.A.

FLIGHT OPTIONS: JOHN NAHILL TO MICHAEL SCHEERINGA
When it became apparent in late 2002 that Flight Options

chairman and CEO Kenn Ricci could not raise the investment
capital needed for the fractional provider to continue in its
then-current form, John Nahill was vice president of corporate
strategy and development for Raytheon Co. He had also been
a member of the Flight Options board of directors since the
company merged with Raytheon Travel Air in March 2002.
Nahill, then 38, was subsequently appointed Flight Options
chairman and CEO on Feb. 10, 2003.

But less than two years later, on November 1 last year, Flight
Options announced Nahill was “leaving the company to pursue
other interests.” S. Michael Scheeringa, the chief operating offi-
cer, was appointed acting CEO while the company searched for
a permanent chief officer. Why Nahill left so abruptly and what
his other interests are have not yet surfaced.

Scheeringa, who continues as COO, joined Flight Options
in February last year from US Airways, where he was most re-
cently vice president of the Express Division. He holds a bach-
elor of science degree in transportation and logistics
management from Arizona State University. –R.R.P.

Steven Hill Lee Monson Fernand Francois Brian Humphries

Continued on page 26 u
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and $30 to $40 million for the aircraft. Said Don Burr,
“We’re making very good progress with the debt fi-
nancing. Once we get it, people are standing by on the
equity side.”

Will the operation be safe? The company plans to own,
operate and crew its aircraft in-house. Even though Adam
plans to certify the A700 for single-pilot operations, Pogo
will fly its jets with two pilots. 

The biggest open question is pricing, which Don
Burr said is evolving. Everyone agrees that on-demand,
point-to-point travel in professionally flown jets (even if
they are smaller than the smallest business jets of
today) has much more appeal than flying even first class
on the airlines.

But will Pogo meet its target price of $6 per mile
($1.50 per passenger per mile) and will private air trav-
elers be willing to pay this price consistently? Crandall
and Burr believe so and have put their money and their
reputations on the line.

Only time will tell if they are true visionaries or wide-
eyed dreamers. –R.R.P.

Fostaire Thwarts
Media ‘Terrorists’__________________________________________

In an effort to confirm the belief that holes exist in
the general aviation security apparatus, two reporters
from NBC-TV posing as foreign businessmen showed
up last August at Fostaire Helicopters in Sauget, Ill.,
carrying duffel bags and backpacks and offering to pay
cash. What they found was an alert staff and a story at
odds with their expectations.

The pair had called ahead for a scenic flight, asking
how close they could get to St. Louis landmarks and ex-
hibiting little interest in the cost of such an excursion.
When they showed up with duffel bags and backpacks and
cash in hand, Fostaire employees stalled them while v-p
Arlene Thomas called the FBI and local police. When po-
lice arrived, they searched the men’s bags and found a box
cutter, knives, a powdery substance and maps with high-
lighted landmarks. The reporters were then handcuffed
and taken to police headquarters. They were released after
authorities verified their identities and real intent.

“NBC claims their reporters did nothing wrong, that

they were just ‘testing the system’ said Fostaire president
Clarke Thomas. “That may be so,” Clarke Thomas added,
“but in my book, what they did was the equivalent of
robbing a bank and then, when the police arrive, saying
‘We were just testing the security at the bank.”

National Air Transportation Association (NATA) pres-
ident James Coyne said the incident did prove a point–
albeit not the one the reporters were trying to make. “We
have said all along that charter operators have a built-in
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HARRY COMBS
After a ride in a mailplane at age 13, Harry Combs was

hooked on aviation and made it his life. Combs, former president
of Learjet, founder of FBO Mountain States Aviation, founder of
AMR Combs and author and screenwriter of several projects
about the Wright brothers, died on Dec. 23, 2003, at age 90.
Mountain States Aviation was eventually incorporated into AMR
Combs and later the Signature chain of FBOs. Many of the quick
and attentive services pilots take for granted at FBOs have their
roots in Combs’s firm beliefs about how business aviation pilots
and their passengers like to be treated. –J.C.

JERRY LEDERER
Jerome “Jerry” Lederer’s lifelong dedication to preventing

accidents made travel safer for everyone who flies aboard civil-
ian aircraft. Lederer, founder of the Flight Safety Foundation,
died on February 6 at age 101. Lederer’s devotion to safety
began in 1926 when he worked as the sole aeronautical engi-
neer for the U.S. Air Mail Service and oversaw the initiation of
an aircraft crash-testing facility. In May 1927, Lederer inspected
the Spirit of St. Louis before Charles Lindbergh’s solo transat-
lantic flight. His extensive career also included serving as chief
engineer for Aero Insurance Underwriters, director of the Civil
Aeronautics Board Safety Bureau and director of the Guggen-
heim Aviation Safety Center. –J.C.

BILL WAGSTAFF
Former AIN senior editor William “Bill” Wagstaff died on

February 8 at age 49 following complications from surgery.
Wagstaff was an aviation and space enthusiast with an in-
depth knowledge of the rotorcraft industry and its rich history.
During his 15 years with AIN, Wagstaff served in various capac-
ities, including editor of and writer for the rotorcraft section,
staff writer at the annual Heli-Expo and editor of online newslet-
ter AIN Reports. Wagstaff was an engaging writer and conver-
sationalist with unparalled insight. As someone said at his
memorial service, “He was the one you would always seek out
in a crowd.” –J.C.

LARRY RISLEY
Mesa Air Group founder Larry Risley, 59, died on Septem-

ber 22 from colorectal cancer. Risley founded the airline in 1982
from the assets of Mesa Air Shuttle, a single-airplane charter
service he started two years earlier. Risley navigated the airline
through difficult times in the industry without furloughing em-

ployees or imposing wage reductions. When he retired in 1998,
Mesa operated a fleet of 135 aircraft flying under code-share
arrangements with US Airways, America West and United Air-
lines. Risley earned numerous awards for his business acumen
and outstanding management capabilities. –J.C.

FRED MCINTOSH
A pioneer of noise abatement for the business aviation com-

munity, Fred McIntosh spent “most of his career doggedly repre-
senting member concerns during years of gentle negotiations
with regulators at FAA headquarters,” according to NBAA. McIn-
tosh, who died at age 87 in October from heart failure, served as
the association’s director of operations from 1964 to 1983 and
was instrumental in procuring the small-aircraft exemption that
allows NBAA members to operate aircraft weighing less than
12,500 pounds under FAR Part 91, Subpart F. –J.C.

BORGE BOESKOV
Borge Boeskov, who was responsible for bringing the Boe-

ing Business Jet (BBJ) into being, died on June 9 at age 69
after a long illness. Boeskov spent most of his career with Boe-
ing, having started with the airplane manufacturer in 1965 in the
flight operations department. Boeskov conceived the idea of
mating the 737-700 fuselage with the 737-800 wing to create
the BBJ. Boeing and GE partnered to produce the BBJ, which
offers bedrooms, showers, office, dining and lounge areas with
a 6,000 nm+ range. Boeskov was president of Boeing Business
Jets until his retirement in early 2002. –J.C.

JEAN ROSS HOWARD
Jean Ross Howard, 87, died January 29 of sepsis. Howard

learned to fly fixed-wing aircraft under the civilian training pro-
gram during World War II; she even signed up to join the
Women’s Airforce Service Pilots, but she washed out of the
program. She learned to fly helicopters in 1954. When she
earned her helicopter ticket, Howard became the eighth
woman in America and the 13th woman in the world to earn
such a rating. In 1955, she founded the Whirly-Girls, an asso-
ciation of female pilots that now numbers 1,313 members in
41 countries. –A.Y.

DUANE COLE
Legendary airshow performer and aerobatics instructor

Duane Cole died February 3 at the age of 89. Cole flew in his
first airshow in 1940, the same year he earned his instructor
rating. For the next 15 years he taught aerobatics to students in
the Civilian Pilot Training Program as well as to RAF and U.S.
Army Air Force cadets. In 1964, Cole organized the Reno Na-
tional Air Races and served as the event’s director until 1967.
Cole was inducted into the International Aerobatic Club’s Hall
of Fame in 1987 and into the Council of Airshows’ Hall of Fame

in 1995. His clipped-wing Taylorcraft, BF-50, is enshrined at the
EAA’s AirVenture Museum in Oshkosh, Wis. –A.Y.

DAVE PISHKO
Dave Pishko, director of marketing communications for Rock-

well Collins, died suddenly on April 27 at the age of 61. Pishko,
who had expertise in many facets of aviation, including commu-
nications, aircraft operations, FBOs, ATC and maintenance, was
well known in the business aviation industry. Before he joined
Cedar Rapids, Iowa-based Rockwell Collins in March 2002, he
held a number of positions at several aviation companies, includ-
ing Teledyne Continental Motors, Beech, Cessna, Garrett, Al-
liedSignal and Raytheon Aircraft. Pishko was also a pilot, logging
more than 5,000 hours in piston and turbine aircraft. –A.Y.

RICHARD HECKMAN
Flight Options executive vice president Richard Heckman,

43, died June 12 after a two-and-a-half-year battle with brain
cancer. One the founding officers of the Cleveland-based frac-
tional-ownership company, Heckman served as v-p of sales
and marketing since 1998. The company credits him with help-
ing to build the start-up firm into a business that generates
$600 million per year in sales. Before Heckman joined Flight
Options, he served as the v-p of sales and marketing for
Raytheon Aircraft, where he developed and implemented the
company’s TravelAir fractional-ownership program. –A.Y.

HUBERT NAIMER
Hubert Naimer, founder and president of Universal Avionics,

one of the world’s largest and most successful privately held
avionics manufacturing firms, died in Vienna, Austria, on Septem-
ber 12 at the age of 82. An avid pilot and accomplished engineer
and entrepreneur, Naimer founded Universal Avionics Systems in
1981. The following year, he introduced the UNS-1 flight man-
agement system for corporate aircraft, sealing his place in avia-
tion history. Until his death, Naimer maintained leadership control
of the company and worked with the engineering department to
develop new products and designs. –A.Y.

LEROY “GORDON” COOPER
Leroy “Gordon” Cooper, 77, died on October 4. Cooper

was one of the original seven Mercury astronauts. In May 1963
he piloted the Faith 7 spacecraft on the 22-orbit mission that
ended the operational phase of Project Mercury. The com-
mand pilot on the Gemini 5 mission, Cooper established a new
space endurance record, traveling more than three million
miles in 190 hours and 56 minutes. After retiring from NASA
and the Air Force in 1970, Cooper served as a technical con-
sultant for a number of aerospace, energy and electronic firms,
including Walt Disney Enterprises, the research and develop-
ment arm of Walt Disney Productions. –A.Y.
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security mechanism that was in place long before 9/11,”
Coyne explained. “This incident proves without a doubt
that the system works.” 

In reply to an NATA letter protesting such news-
gathering techniques, NBC-TV offered no apology for
the actions of its reporters. The essence of the letter
from the broadcast company, said an NATA source,
was, “We can agree to disagree as to what constitutes
legitimate journalism.”

In its defense, NBC’s Tom Brokaw did make note of
the incident on the Nightly News, stating briefly what
happened and that the “system worked.” Fostaire Heli-
copters is based at St. Louis Downtown Airport, across
the Mississippi River from the city of St. Louis. The
charter operator provides air taxi, EMS/air ambulance,
electronic news gathering, executive transport and other
helicopter services. –K.J.H.

Kerry Skeen
Independence Air_________________________________________

Few would argue that Independence Air chairman and
CEO Kerry Skeen took a big chance when he led At-
lantic Coast Airlines into the low-fare airline segment
with 50-seat regional jets. Leaving the relative security
of the United Airlines regional network seemed about as
brazen a response to UAL’s call for code-share cost con-
cessions as anyone could imagine. Six months after
launching Independence Air, Skeen’s gamble has driven
one of the most successful regional airlines of the past
decade to the brink of bankruptcy.

That’s not to say anyone thought success would come
quickly. But few expected it would take Independence
until October to fill even 50 percent of its seat-mile ca-

pacity. Break-even load factors for the discount-fare seg-
ment, populated mainly by Boeing 737s and Airbus
A320-family narrowbodies, run higher than 70 percent.
Independence and its comparatively costly 50-seat Bom-
bardier CRJs haven’t even come close. 

Although Skeen cited rising fuel costs as a big reason
the airline lost $83 million in the third quarter, he con-
ceded that he and his advisors underestimated the feroc-
ity with which his competitors would fight the East Coast
fare wars. As a result, dwindling cash reserves forced In-
dependence Air to default on an $8.7 million payment to
Airbus due before delivery of its first A319.

As another year passes with no cure in sight for the
airline industry’s ills, Skeen faces the sternest test of his
career. First he has to negotiate early lease retirements on
30 Fairchild Dornier 328Jets orphaned by Independence
Air’s estrangement from its other former code-share
partner, Delta Air Lines. An $83 million bill for the
leases comes due this month, so Skeen needs to act fast
or face the prospect of filing for Chapter 11. 

Skeen has abandoned the idea of selling tickets exclu-
sively through Independence Air’s Web site and 800
number and decided to join the Galileo reservations sys-
tem. One of his most controversial cost-cutting mea-
sures, the plan failed to move business travelers away
from traditional booking methods. The resulting empty
seats forced Independence to drop some routes alto-
gether and reduce the frequencies of others.

Judging by the mood of some of Independence Air’s in-
vestors, the moves had better produce results soon or Skeen
may have to end his grand experiment before the airline’s
first anniversary. In fact, Boston-based Par Investment Part-
ners, a 9.9-percent shareholder in Independence, has pres-
sured Skeen to bid on United Airlines’ contract offer to fly

70 RJs as United Express in place of Air Wisconsin. 
Returning to the United fold would no doubt prove one

of the bitterest pills Skeen has had to swallow in his career
in the regional airline business. Not one to fold in the face
of adversity, however, Skeen will surely expend every last
bit of personal energy before he concedes defeat. –G.P.

Ernie Fletcher
Kentucky Governor_________________________________________

On a warm spring day in Washington, D.C., thousands
of people queued outside the Capitol to pay their last re-
spects to President Ronald
Reagan when police
began yelling for them to
get out of the area “like
our lives depend on it.”

Scores of members of
Congress and thousands of
staffers fled nearby office
buildings amid warnings
that “this is not a drill,”
joining the throng that had
been waiting for the late
President’s body to arrive
at the Rotunda.

In a classic case of fed-
eral government meltdown
after a communications
breakdown, the pell-mell
evacuation was ordered
because an “unidentified” aircraft had entered the
restricted airspace around the nation’s capital about 40

Evacuation of the Capitol

Continued on page 41 u
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minutes before the 747 carrying Reagan’s
body was to touch down at Andrews AFB.

The offending aircraft was not squawk-
ing a transponder code when it entered
the Washington ADIZ at 4:24 p.m., and
the National Capitol Region Coordination
Center (NCRCC) could not identify the
bogey. It ordered Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement to launch a Black
Hawk helicopter and a Cessna Citation
from Ronald Reagan Washington Na-
tional Airport (DCA).

While the NCRCC was pressing the
panic button, the FAA knew that the Beech
King Air A100, which had Kentucky Gov.
Ernie Fletcher aboard, had prior permis-
sion to land at DCA so the governor could
attend Reagan’s funeral. The FAA said it
was aware that the transponder was par-
tially inoperable and had been in radio
contact with the airplane. In addition, the
agency’s primary radar at the Potomac Tra-
con–which is different from the radar the
NCRCC uses–even had a data tag for the
governor’s King Air.

But the FAA had not notified the
NCRCC that the airplane had permission
to fly into Reagan National Airport. When
the King Air entered the capital’s flight
restricted zone (about a 7.5-mile radius
around the Washington Monument) at
4:30 p.m., the U.S. Capitol Police started
evacuating Capitol Hill. Meanwhile, the
North American Aerospace Defense
Command diverted two airborne F-15s to
the offending target.

At 4:34, about a minute before the
King Air began making its final approach
to DCA, the NCRCC identified the air-
craft and confirmed its waiver to land. 

Although the disconnect between the
two radar systems had been identified be-
fore the June 9 false alarm, the FAA’s re-
sponse to the communication disconnect
was to issue a notam requiring general
aviation aircraft to exit the ADIZ immedi-
ately via the most direct route should their
transponder become inoperative.

The FAA later told a Congressional
panel that new radars have been installed
at the NCRCC. –P.L.

Two Crews Experience
Dual Flameouts in 2004_________________________________

Turbine engines today offer reliability
undreamed of a few decades ago, but en-
gine shutdowns do occur almost daily.
However, dual flameouts not caused by
empty fuel tanks in jets are extremely
rare, according to aviation safety analyst
Robert Breiling of Boca Raton, Fla.-
based Robert E. Breiling Associates. In
the history of business jets, he said, only
about five such occurrences have been re-
ported over the past 40 years or so.

But the two dual flameouts reported

last year bucked the statistical trend. One
involved a Flight Options Beechjet 400A
and the other a Pinnacle Airlines Bom-
bardier CRJ200, the regional airliner de-
rived from the Challenger 600-series
business jet. The Flight Options crew was
able to restart one engine and land safely;
the CRJ crew was less fortunate and died
in the crash after they were unable to
restart either engine.

At about 1210 EDT on July 12, both en-
gines of the fractional Beechjet flamed out
while the airplane was descending from
FL410 to FL330 over the Gulf of Mexico
about 100 miles west of Sarasota, Fla. The
NTSB said the airplane (N455CW) was op-
erating on an IFR flight plan under Part 135
from Duncan, Okla., to Fort Myers, Fla.

The NTSB’s preliminary report states
that the airplane was cruising in instru-
ment conditions at FL410 when ATC
cleared the crew to descend. The pilots,
who remain unidentified, said that they
felt a jolt and heard a bang after they initi-
ated the descent. About 30 seconds later,
they realized the airplane was losing
cabin pressure, so they declared an emer-
gency and went through the emergency-
descent checklist.

At about FL350, the crew “noticed
that every cockpit warning light was illu-
minated and that both engines were not
operating.” After several attempts, they
restarted the number-two engine at about
14,000 feet and elected to divert to Sara-
sota because it was relatively close. The
aircraft landed safely, and the two pilots
and seven passengers were not injured.

On October 14, Pinnacle Airlines
captain Jesse Rhodes and first officer
Richard Cesarz were flying their CRJ200
on a positioning flight from Little Rock,
Ark., to Minneapolis when both engines
fell silent. The CRJ crashed nine miles
short of an alternate runway in Jefferson
City, Mo., killing both pilots. According
to the NTSB, the airplane’s GE CF34-
3B1 turbofans flamed out almost simul-
taneously at the airplane’s ceiling of
41,000 feet, some 80 miles south of Jef-
ferson City. Unable to relight the en-
gines, the pilots reported they could see
the runway approach at Jefferson City
Airport, but the airplane crashed in a
residential neighborhood at 10:15 p.m.
No one on the ground sustained injuries,
although the airplane caused consider-
able property damage.

Records show that during an A4 check
on June 9 mechanics replaced the left en-
gine igniters. During an A5 check on Au-
gust 18 they replaced the right engine
igniters. However, another flight crew
aborted the airplane’s last scheduled flight
when an indicator light alerted them to a
possible problem with the bleed-air system
during taxi. Shortly afterward Pinnacle flew
two mechanics to Little Rock to repair the
14th-stage bleed sensing loop on the right
engine, according to an NTSB spokesman. 

On-scene examination of the wreck-
age showed no sign of an in-flight fire
but uncovered thermal damage on the
right engine. The NTSB shipped the en-
gine for a teardown and further inspec-
tion at GE in Lynn, Mass.–C.T. o
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