
When it comes to buying  
an airplane–any airplane–man-
ufacturers and their salespeople 
can talk utility and value until 
the cows come home. But peo-
ple buy airplanes–and learn to 
fly–because they want to move 
from one place to another fast…
the faster, the better. Combin-
ing speed with comfort is often a 
challenge, though, especially in 
the light-jet arena. 

Cessna demo pilot John 
Reimer wanted to wow me as 
I put the new CJ4 I was fly-
ing through its paces. “Line 
up on the centerline, hold the 
brakes and run the throttles of 
the two [Fadec-controlled] Wil-
liams engines right to the stops,” 
he suggested. “Then release the 
brakes.” A few seconds later as 
I released the brakes, it all made 
sense. I was immediately pressed 
back into my seat as the CJ4 shot 
down the runway, as if on a cat-
apult. Of course, the airplane 
was light with four people and 
just under 3,500 pounds of fuel 
and an outside temperature of 24 
degrees C. Rate of climb easily 
topped 3,000 fpm for the moment 
or two I caught a glimpse of 
the VSI. I had to yank back on  
the power quickly so as not to 
blow through Wichita’s 2,600-
foot  pattern altitude. Amazing 

what an extra 1,600 pounds of 
thrust on those upgraded Wil-
liams FJ44-4As can deliver.

Not Just a New CJ3
When I first learned Cessna 

was planning the CJ4, like many 
others I envisioned a slightly 
roomier, slightly faster, longer-
legged CJ3. The CJ4 goes way 
beyond that. Without giving 
away too much of the ending up 
front, the Cessna book numbers 
are well researched and tested 
figures that allowed me to have 
quite a bit of confidence in the 
other numbers I saw. 

It takes about 200 days from 
start to finish to produce a new 
CJ4, and Cessna’s manufactur-
ing processes allow the company 
to dispense with a green flight 
right after the aircraft leaves the 
assembly line. Eliminating this 
step before the CJ4 heads to the 
paint shop helps keep a lid on 
manufacturing costs (but Tex-
tron CEO Scott Donnelly thinks 
they need further tweaking).

While the CJ4 represents 
an evolutionary step in the CJ 
series, it won’t replace the CJ3, 
or even the CJ2 for that matter. 
Both of those earlier airframes 
will continue in production. 
Cessna recently pulled the CJ1+ 
from the line, however, leaving 

the Citation Mustang the com-
pany’s entry-level jet. The CJ4 
shares a common type rating 
with earlier versions and is sin-
gle-pilot certified.

CJ4 competitors include the 
Phenom 300 and the Learjet 
45XR. The CJ4, with its Sover-
eign-like mildly swept wing, is 
easily 35 knots faster than the 
CJ3 but neck-and-neck with 
the Phenom 300. The Lear-
jet 45XR can be slightly faster 
than the CJ4. The new Cessna, 
like the Phenom, can carry as 
many as nine passengers and 
one pilot. The Learjet 45XR 
requires two pilots, but also 
carries a maximum of  nine 
passengers. The cabins on the 
Learjet 45XR and the Phenom 
300 are both five feet one inch 
wide. The CJ4 comes in three 
inches narrower than these 
competitors. Its cabin is 20 
inches longer than the CJ3’s.

When stuffing bags aboard 
becomes a top priority, crews 
will appreciate that the CJ4’s 
baggage space has grown to 77 
cu ft, 18.5 percent more than 
that of the CJ2+ and the CJ3. 
That translates into five  full-size 
golf bags. The Phenom 300’s 
total baggage space is just a 
foot smaller, while the Learjet 
45XR has 65 cu ft of baggage 

space, or about 20 percent less 
than the CJ4. The CJ4’s range 
is also up compared with the 
CJ3; 2,002 nm versus 1,875, a 
7-percent increase. The Phenom 
though claims only 1,520 nm as 
its maximum range, while the 
Learjet 45XR will fly nearly as 
far as the CJ4, at 1,971 nm. The 
CJ4’s range translates into Bos-
ton-Denver or Stockholm-Cas-
ablanca nonstop. A Paris-Cairo 
trip takes four hours. Takeoff 
runs are virtually identical in 
the CJ4 and the Phenom 300 at 
3,130 feet, versus about 4,700 
for the Learjet 45XR.

Maximum speeds on all of the 
aircraft are similar, with the CJ4 
and the Phenom 300 at 453 knots 
and the Learjet 45XR at 465 
knots. When it comes time to shell 
out some cash for a new aircraft, 
however, the Learjet 45XR has 
the most expensive quoted price 
at a shade under $11 million. The 
Phenom lists for $8.5 million and 
the CJ4 for $8.895 million. 

Inside and Out
Pilots with an eye for detail–

especially those with CJ3 
experience–will notice a few 

changes on the CJ4, among 
them the wing, entry door, wind-
shield de-ice system and single-
point refueling. 

The CJ4’s higher speed–
we saw nearly 450 knots true 
at altitude–comes from the 
new 15.45-degree swept wing 
that replaces the old Citation 
straight wing of earlier CJs. The 
new wing uses a single mono-
lithic wing spar for strength and 
operates with all mechanical 
flight controls. The single flap 
is hinged. Each of the Williams 
FJ44-4As delivers 3,621 pounds 
of thrust. A 3,000-psi, closed-
center (always on) hydraulic sys-
tem brings to the CJ4 another 
element of big-airplane opera-
tion: a modulating speed brake 
that doubles as a lift-dump 
spoiler on landing. Like earlier 
 models, the CJ4 does not use 
thrust reversers. Gone too are 
the truly annoying windshield 
de-ice blowers, replaced by elec-
trically heated glass on the front 
and side windows. The wings 
and engine inlets are heated by 
bleed air while the horizontal 
stabilizer is fitted with pneu-
matic de-icer boots.
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Cessna Citation CJ4
Much more than just a warmed-over CJ3
by Robert P. Mark

Cessna Citation CJ4 Specifications and Performance 

Price (typically completed and equipped) $8.895 million

Engines (2)
Williams FJ44-4A  
(3,621 lbs thrust each)

Passengers (typical) 1 or 2 pilots + 9 pax

Range (w/NBAA reserves, 200-nm alternate) 2,002 nm at 335 ktas

High-speed cruise 453 ktas

Long-range cruise speed 335 ktas

Fuel capacity 5,828 lbs

Max payload w/full fuel
1,000 lbs/1,200 lbs  
with one pilot

Ceiling (certified) 45,000 ft

Cabin altitude at ceiling 7,800-ft cabin at 45,000 ft

Max takeoff weight 16,950 lbs

Balanced field length at mtow  
(sea level, standard)

3,130 ft

Landing distance 2,700 ft

Length 53 ft 4 in

Wingspan 50 ft 10 in

Height 15 ft 4 in

Cabin

Volume 311 cu ft

Width 58 in

Height 57 in

Length (seating area) 17 ft 4 in 

Baggage capacity 77 cu ft (1,040 lbs)

FAA certification (FAR Part 23) 3/13/2010

Number delivered (through 4/1/11) 27


