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NEW ���Oct. 1, 2010:  
Re-Registration and  
Renewal of Aircraft Registration 
This final rule amends the FAA’s 
 regulations concerning aircraft 
 registration. Over a three-year period, 
this rule will terminate the registration  
of all aircraft registered before  
Oct. 1, 2010, and will require the 
 re-registration of each aircraft to  
retain U.S. civil aircraft status. These 
amendments also establish a system for 
a three-year recurrent expiration and 
renewal of registration for all aircraft 
issued registration certificates on or  
after Oct. 1, 2010. This final rule 
 provides standards for the timely cancel-
lation of registration of N-numbers  
for unregistered aircraft. Accord-
ing to the FAA, these amendments 
will improve the accuracy of the Civil 
 Aviation Registry database and will 
respond to the concerns of law enforce-
ment and other government agencies 
to  provide more accurate, up-to-date 
 aircraft registration information.

 ���Nov. 10, 2010:  
Spill Prevention, Control and  
Countermeasures (SPCC) 
While new rule changes for Spill 
 Prevention, Control and Countermea-
sures (SPCC) made last December have 
had their compliance date  extended  
to Jan. 14, 2010, the  Environmental 
 Protection Agency (EPA) has now 
delayed until Nov. 10, 2010, the 
compliance date for other SPCC rule 
changes made in 2002 and 2006.  
Meanwhile, the EPA said it will continue 
its  review of the December 2008 rule 
changes and might issue amendments 
to that rule change in  November. The 
 National Air Transportation Associa-
tion (NATA) has warned that the many 
 different rule changes and compliance 
date changes that have  occurred in the 
SPCC rules over the past seven years 
could lead an operator to  believe a 
 facility is in compliance when in fact 
it is not. NATA is urging  operators to 
review their SPCC plans as soon as pos-
sible to be sure they are fully compliant.

 ���Dec. 6, 2010:  
CVR and DFDR Rules 
The FAA pushed back some compliance 
dates for cockpit voice recorders (CVRs) 
and digital flight data  recorders (DFDRs) 
for certain operators. The final rule 
delays until April 6, 2012, the  10-minute 
backup power source for CVRs, 
increased DFDR sampling rates and  
datalink recording  capability in newly 
manufactured aircraft  operating under 
Part 91. The compliance date for 
 increased DFDR sampling rates and data-
link recording capability for newly manu-
factured aircraft  operating under Parts 
121, 125 or 135 is now Dec. 6, 2010.

 �Jan. 12, 2012:  
Emissions Trading in Europe 
The European Union is instituting an 
 emissions trading scheme (ETS)  beginning 
Jan. 1, 2012, for flights within  European 
airspace as well as to and from it, and 
 operators of  aircraft with an mtow of more 
than 12,566 pounds were required to 
submit a monitoring plan by January and 
have it approved by year-end.  Operators 
within the EU are accountable to authori-
ties in their own countries for  complying 
with the ETS. The European  Aviation 
Safety Agency has  assigned non-European 
 operators to one of the EU states to meet 
ETS obligations.  Operators from outside 
the EU can be  exempt from the ETS if they 
are part of an  equivalent emissions trading 
system in their home country. 

 �April 7, 2012:  
CVR and DFDR for Parts 23 and 25 
The existing fleet of Part 23 and Part 25 
 airplanes must use separate  crashworthy 
containers for CVRs and DFDRs by April 
7, 2012. All aircraft manufactured after 
2010 will have to meet  several new 
recording  requirements. The final rule 
 requires  modifications to recording time, 
power  supplies,  sampling rates and instal-
lation  locations. The FAA will not require 
CVR retrofits that incorporate a two-hour 
recording  capability and an independent 
power  supply for aircraft currently  
in  operation under Parts 91 and 135. o

Within 6 Months

Beyond 12 Months

GE PowEr 90 VErifiEd as MonEy-saVinG Modification

A study performed by research firm 
Conklin & de Decker for GE Aviation 
found “significantly increased operating 
efficiency, reduced variable costs and 
net savings” for buyers of the Power 90 
engine upgrade. The Power 90 program 
replaces the King Air C90’s original Pratt 
& Whitney Canada PT6A-20/21 engines 
with the GE M601E-11A. Smyrna Air 
Center of Tennessee owns the STC 
for conversion of the King Air to the 
M601E. The upgrade costs $532,000, 
and the M601E has a 3,000-hour TBO 
with no midlife or hot-section inspec-
tion. Compared with the King Air’s 

PT6As, the M601E costs less to over-
haul, too, and thus its reserve set-aside 
is $94 per hour versus $161.67 for the 
PT6A, according to the study. Features 
of the M601E make it easier to maintain 
and thus less costly, including no nozzle 
maintenance because the engine has a 
diffuser ring instead of fuel nozzles and 
an electronic limiting unit that can pre-
vent hot starts. The 820-shp M601E is 
flat-rated to 705 shp for the Power 90 
conversion and in an average year uses 
14 percent less fuel than the PT6A-21 
and 8 percent less fuel than the Black-
hawk King Air PT6A-135A mod.  –D.A.L.


