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Compliance Countdown by Paul Lowe

4Oct. 21, 2009: 
Safety Management System ANPRM
The FAA is soliciting public comments on

a potential rulemaking requiring certain

Part 21, 119, 121, 125, 135, 141, 142 and

145 certificate holders, product manufac-

turers, applicants and employers to develop

a Safety Management System (SMS). The

agency intends to establish an ARC to assess

comments resulting from this advance

notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM)

and to provide recommendations for any

SMS rulemaking effort. After review of all

comments submitted in response to this

ANPRM, and review of the ARC recom-

mendations, the FAA might issue a notice

of proposed rulemaking proposing specific

regulations or regulatory amendments to

create an SMS rule. 

4Nov. 14, 2009: 
FAA Designee Program
On Nov. 14, 2005, the FAA implemented

its organization delegation authorization

program to replace the current designee

program. Current designated airworthiness

inspectors, maintenance inspectors,

engineers and other designees have until

Nov. 14, 2009, to transition their creden-

tials to qualify for the new designation 

(FAR Parts 21, 121, 135, 145 and 183). 

4Nov. 30, 2009: 
Flight Training NPRM
The FAA is proposing several changes to

pilot, flight instructor and pilot school

certification rules, including requiring

pilot-in-command (PIC) proficiency checks

for pilots who act as PIC of single-pilot,

jet-powered airplanes; allowing pilot

applicants to apply for a private pilot certifi-

cate and an instrument rating concurrently;

converting foreign pilot licenses to U.S. pilot

certificates in certain circumstances; and

replacing 10 hours of experience in a com-

plex aircraft with 10 hours of advanced

instrument training for the commercial

certificate, single- and multi-engine rating.

It also revises the definition of a complex

aircraft to include one with full-authority

digital engine controls. The NPRM is open

for public comment until November 30.

4Dec. 16, 2009: 
Fuel Tank Safety
Pats Aircraft Completions of Georgetown,

Del., has submitted a request to the FAA

for approval of a service bulletin (SB) for

Alternate Means of Compliance. The SB

would meet an FAA airworthiness direc-

tive (AD) issued in October regarding Pats

auxiliary fuel tanks in the Boeing Business

Jet and the BBJ2. The AD requires that

affected auxiliary fuel systems be brought

into compliance with SFAR 88 or be 

deactivated by Dec. 16, 2009. 

4Nov. 10, 2010:
Spill Prevention, Control 
and Countermeasure (SPCC)
While new rule changes for Spill Prevention,

Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) made

last December have had their compliance

date extended to Jan. 14, 2010, the Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) has now

delayed until Nov. 10, 2010, the compliance

date for other SPCC rule changes made in

2002 and 2006. Meanwhile, the EPA said

it will continue its review of the December

2008 rule changes and might issue amend-

ments to that rule change in November.

The National Air Transportation Association

(NATA) has warned that the many different

rule changes and compliance date changes

that have occurred in the SPCC rules over

the past seven years could lead an operator

to believe a facility is in compliance when

in fact it is not. NATA is urging operators to

review their SPCC plans as soon as possible

to be sure they are fully compliant.

4Jan. 12, 2012: 
Emissions Trading in Europe
The European Union is instituting an

emissions trading scheme (ETS) beginning

Jan. 1, 2012, for flights within European

airspace as well as to and from it, and

operators of aircraft with an mtow of

more than 12,566 pounds must submit 

a monitoring plan likely by November

and have it approved by year-end.

Operators within the EU are accountable

to authorities in their own countries 

for complying with ETS. The European

Aviation Safety Agency has assigned

non-European operators to one of the 

EU states to meet ETS obligations.

Operators from outside the EU can be

exempt from the ETS if they are part of

an equivalent emissions trading system

in their home country.

4April 7, 2012: 
CVR and DFDR for Parts 23 and 25
The existing fleet of Part 23 and Part 25

airplanes must use separate crashworthy

containers for CVRs and DFDRs by

April 7, 2012. All aircraft manufac-

tured after 2010 will have to meet

several new recording requirements.

The final rule requires modifications 

to recording time, power supplies,

sampling rates and installation loca-

tions. The FAA will not require CVR

retrofits that incorporate a two-hour

recording capability and an independent

power supply for aircraft currently in

operation under Parts 91 and 135. o
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