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Compliance Countdown by Paul Lowe

 ���Nov. 10, 2010:  
Spill Prevention, Control and  
Countermeasures (SPCC) 
While new rule changes for Spill 
 Prevention, Control and Countermeasures 
(SPCC) made last December have had their 
compliance date  extended to Jan. 14, 2010, 
the  Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
has now delayed until Nov. 10, 2010, the 
compliance date for other SPCC rule changes 
made in 2002 and 2006. Meanwhile, the 
EPA said it will continue its  review of the 
December 2008 rule changes and might 
issue amendments to that rule change in 
 November. The  National Air  Transportation 
Association (NATA) has warned that the 
many different rule changes and compliance 
date changes that have  occurred in the SPCC 
rules over the past seven years could lead 
an operator to  believe a facility is in compli-
ance when in fact it is not. NATA is urging 
 operators to review their SPCC plans as soon 
as possible to be sure they are fully compliant.

 �Nov. 15, 2010: 
Part 121 Flight Crewmember  
Duty and Rest Requirements

The FAA is proposing to amend its existing 
flight, duty and rest regulations applicable to 
certificate holders and their flight crewmem-
bers to recognize the growing similarities 
between the types of operation and the 
universality of factors that lead to fatigue 
in most individuals. If adopted, the new 
requirements would eliminate the current 
distinctions between domestic, flag and sup-
plemental operations. The proposal provides 
different requirements based on the time of 
day, whether an individual is acclimated to 
a new time zone, and the likelihood of being 
able to sleep under different circumstances. 
Although the notice of proposed rulemaking 
(NPRM) does not apply to Part 135 opera-
tors, the FAA said it will address fatigue for 
Part 135 operators in the future. Comments 
can be sent until November 15. The Docket 
number is FAA-2009-1093. Send comments 
to Rebecca MacPherson, Office of the Chief 
Counsel, Regulations Division (AGC-200), 
800 Independence Avenue, SW,  Washington, 
D.C. 20591; telephone (202) 267-3073; 
e-mail: rebecca.macpherson@faa.gov.

 ���Dec. 6, 2010:  
CVR and DFDR Rules 
The FAA pushed back some compliance dates 
for cockpit voice recorders (CVRs) and digital 
flight data recorders (DFDRs) for certain oper-
ators. The final rule delays until April 6, 2012, 
the 10-minute backup power source for CVRs, 
increased DFDR sampling rates and datalink 
recording  capability in newly manufactured 
aircraft operating under Part 91. The compli-
ance date for  increased DFDR sampling rates 
and datalink recording capability for newly 
manufactured aircraft operating under Parts 
121, 125 or 135 is now Dec. 6, 2010.

 �Jan. 5, 2011: 
Safety Systems for  
Part 139 Certified Airports 
The FAA has proposed requiring the 553 
airports that hold Part 139 certificates to 
put in place safety management systems 

(SMS) for all airfield and ramp areas. 
According to the agency, the NPRM will 
help airports enhance safety by develop-
ing an organization-wide safety policy; 
implementing methods to mitigate airport 
hazards; and analyzing and mitigating risks 
before they change airport procedures or 
infrastructures. The proposed rule requires 
that SMS be used for airport movement 
and non-movement areas, including run-
ways, taxiways, ramps, aircraft parking 
ramps and fuel farms. The FAA believes 
that SMS will provide an additional layer 
of safety at airports and help reduce air-
port incidents and accidents. Airports will 
have the flexibility to implement an SMS 
plan that considers their unique operating 
environment. Send comments identified by 
Docket Number FAA-2010-0997 by e-mail 
to the Federal eRulemaking Portal: www.
regulations.gov; by mail to Docket Opera-
tions, M-30, U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, Room 
W12-140, West Building Ground Floor, 
Washington, D.C.; or by fax to Docket 
Operations at (202) 493-4421.

 Jan. 10, 2011:
Safety Initiatives for Air Ambulance and 
Commercial Helicopter Operations, 
Part 91 Helicopter Operations and  
Part 135 Aircraft Operations
This NPRM addresses safety concerns in 
air ambulance and commercial helicopter 
operations, Part 91 helicopter operations and 
load manifest requirements for all Part 135 
aircraft in response to the increase in fatal 
helicopter air ambulance accidents from 
2002 to 2008. The FAA is proposing  
to amend regulations pertaining to 
all  commercial helicopter operations 
 conducted under Part 135 to include 
 equipment requirements, pilot training and 
alternate airport minimums because some 
of these safety concerns are not unique to 
the helicopter air ambulance industry and 
affect all commercial helicopter  operations. 
Comments on the NPRM, identified by 
Docket Number FAA-2010-0982, may be 
e-mailed to the Federal eRulemaking Portal: 
www.regulations.gov; mailed to Docket 
Operations, M-30, U.S.  Department of 
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, 
SE, Room W12-140, West Building Ground 
Floor, Washington, D.C.; or faxed to 
Docket Operations at (202) 493-4421.    

 �Jan. 12, 2012:  
Emissions Trading in Europe 
The European Union is instituting  
an emissions trading scheme (ETS) 
 beginning Jan. 1, 2012, for flights  
within  European airspace as well  
as to and from it, and  operators of   
aircraft with an mtow of more than  
12,566 pounds are being required to 
 submit a monitoring plan.  Operators  
within the EU are accountable to 
 authorities in their own countries  
for complying with the ETS. The  
European  Aviation Safety Agency  
has  assigned non-European  operators  
to one of the EU states to meet ETS 
 obligations.  Operators from outside  
the EU can be  exempt from the ETS if  
they are part of an  equivalent emissions 
trading system in their home country. o
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