
Industry shows desire  
to invest in the face of 
tough times for Europe
by Charles Alcock

The success of the Euro-
pean Business Aviation 
Convention & Exhibition 

(EBACE) in drawing the fast-
expanding bizav community 
from around the world begs the 
question as to whether it is time 
for the event to be rebranded as 
GBACE–as in Global Business 
Aviation Convention & Exhibi-
tion. The 12th annual EBACE, 
staged as ever in Geneva, from 
May 14-16, drew 12,638 attend-
ees from some 99 countries. This 
was only marginally down on 
the numbers for 2011–hardly 
surprising given the bumpy eco-
nomic times that Europe is still 
enduring. The exhibitor count 
was 491 (slightly up on 2011) and 
they occupied a record-breaking 
2,280 booth spaces across the 
show’s three halls.

As successful as EBACE 
2012 undoubtedly was, there 
was also a touch of the surreal 
surrounding the event. Outside 
the doors of Geneva’s PalExpo 
convention center, European 
economic and political news 
told of dark tidings with the all 
too real prospect of a full-blown 
meltdown in the euro currency 
zone and the serious prospect 
of another financial crisis. But 
within the shelter of the show 
itself  there was tangible evi-
dence of optimism, with bizav 
companies investing in new 
products and infrastructure. 
Admittedly, new aircraft orders 
were in short supply–those that 
were announced went mainly 
to Hawker Beechcraft, the air-
craft manufacturer most sorely 
in need of them (see page 14)–
but overall the industry’s spirits 

seemed reassuringly robust.
EBACE’s bountiful, enlarged 

static display was further enrich- 
ed by the unexpected arrival of 
two new Gulfstream jets to make 
their full international debuts. 

The G280, in the form of 
the first production aircraft 
with a fully completed cabin, 
was the first to touch down and 
it stayed in Geneva through-
out the show. It completed 
the flight from Washington 
Dulles International Airport in 
seven hours 47 minutes–cruis-
ing at 43,000 feet at an aver-
age speed of Mach 0.80. Aided 
by a 20-knot tailwind, the air-
craft (which will be certified for 
a range of 3,600 nm) covered 
a ground distance of 3,682 nm 
and landed with 1,800 pounds 
of fuel–enough to remain air-
borne for another 90 minutes.

Then came the green, un-
painted G650, making a brief   
diversion from its busy flight-test 

program. It occupied the static 
line for press day before depart-
ing at the end of the first full day 
of the show.

The G650 completed its flight 
to Geneva in six hours and 55 
minutes, crossing the Atlantic 
at an altitude of 43,000 feet at 
speeds of Mach 0.90 to 0.92, cov-
ering a ground track of 3,700 nm.

Gulfstream president Larry 
Flynn told an EBACE press 
conference that the North 
American market for large 
business jets is at last showing  
signs of bounce-back. He said 
that 60 percent of Gulfstream’s 
first-quarter 2012 sales came 
from the U.S. “The U.S. is com-
ing back strong, particularly the 

Fortune 500 [companies] replac-
ing fleets,” he commented. 
“We’re getting orders of more 
than one airplane at a time. This 
verifies that there is pent-up 
demand from companies. They 
just went dormant for three 
years and are now back in the 
fleet-replacement business.”

EBACE 2012 was the stage 
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for the launch of three new jets. 
Cessna announced the develop-
ment of its new Citation Longitude,  
while Bombardier unveiled plans  
for the Learjets 70 and 75 (see arti-
cles on page 6).

For Hawker Beechcraft, EBACE 
was its first public appearance since 
filing for U.S. Chapter 11 bankrupt-
cy protection (see article on page 
14). Shawn Vick, the company’s 
executive v-p for customers, took 
the opportunity to set the record 
straight on what he characterized as 
“a lot of  misinformation and specu-
lation” about the status of  the com-
pany, which he said is facing neither 
liquidation nor insolvency. “There 
is simply too much value in Hawker 
Beechcraft, its people, products and 
brands to allow that to happen.”

Dassault exhibited the new EASy II 
flight deck in the cockpit of a  Falcon 
900EX and provided customer dem-
onstrations of the Honeywell Primus 
Epic-derived avionics suite. More 
than 50 Falcons are now flying with 
the upgraded system. “It not only 
improves the aircraft’s operational 
abilities but also takes advantage 
of the new air traffic management 
tools,” said John Rosanvallon, pres-
ident and CEO of Dassault Falcon. 

The French airframer also reported 
that its in-development Falcon 2000S 
large-cabin business jet is beating 

its initial performance objectives. 
“Landing performance will be 10  
percent better than targeted num-
bers,” reported Olivier Villa, senior 
v-p for civil aircraft. Better than 
expected low-speed performance has 
been obtained from new inboard  
slats that work in concert with the 
2000S winglets.

Daher-Socata exhibited the first 
example of its new TBM850 Elite 
single-engine turboprop. Its main fea-
ture is the “quick-change” capability 
from the conventional six-seat inte-
rior to a configuration with four for-
ward-facing seats with the rest of the 
volume available for more luggage.

Removing the rear seats creates 
immediate and obstacle-free access 
to all luggage areas. Depending on 
the size and number of  pieces of 
baggage, a small or a large cargo net 
can be used.

In the cockpit, two new avionics 
options are being offered on the Elite. 
The first is a long-range KHF 1050 
HF radio. The second is a Garmin 
GSR 56 transceiver using the global 
Iridium satellite constellation. In 
addition to allowing phone calls 
and text messaging for passengers, 
the main benefit for the crew is that 
XM Weather will be available outside 
North America and that near real-
time positioning data can be relayed 
to the ground.  o
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EBACE 2012

news briefs

EUROPEAN BIZAV DEMANDS END TO STIFLING REGS

European regulators invited to Geneva to participate in lively debates at the 
EBACE 2012 show were sent home with an unambiguous message: stop kicking an 
industry when it’s down, especially since it contributes €20 billion to the  European 
economy each year. The theme for this year’s show, “Business Aviation: Flying the 
Return to Growth,” was distinctly glass half full, but there was no disguising the 
glass-half-empty backdrop, with the European industry generally facing stifling 
 regulation, rising costs and flat income levels.

Fabio Gamba, presiding over his first EBACE as chief executive of the Euro-
pean Business Aviation Association, warned officials and delegates that bizav jobs 
are at risk due to rising costs resulting from measures such as the European Union’s 
controversial emissions trading scheme. “Why are so many important pieces of leg-
islation failing to consider the specifications of business aviation?” asked Gamba. 
“We expect compassion from legislators. ETS is the fault of national aviation 
 authorities who have failed [to consider] our interests.”

But EU officials, including European Commission air transport director Matthew 
Baldwin, gave no reason to hope for any climb-down on ETS.  –C.A.

z  EBAA’s 2012 Safety Award 
Goes to TAG
TAG Aviation was awarded the European 

Business Aviation Association’s Platinum 
Safety of Flight Award for 2012. The award 
recognizes a European operator that 
surpasses 100,000 flight hours without 
incident or accident. 

z  Africa Gets Its Own  
Business Aviation Group
The African Business Aviation Association 

(AfBAA) was officially launched at the 
EBACE show, which is drawing growing 
numbers of exhibitors and visitors from the 
continent. According to AfBAA, which is led 
by Gulfstream special advisor Tarek Regheb 
as chairman, there are now 368 business jets 
registered in Africa’s 56 nations. Economic 
growth is driving business aircraft use 
throughout Africa–and especially for larger 
and longer-range equipment–but AfBAA 
leaders acknowledged that the continent’s 
regulatory and operating environment is not 
conducive to safe and efficient operations. “It 
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to know there 
are challenges to business aviation in Africa,” 
Ragheb said. “There are overflight issues, 
lack of infrastructure, high fees and a lack of 
consistency in regulations.” 

z  FSI Boosts Portfolio of 
European Training
FlightSafety International introduced its 

Proficiency Protection Program offering 
training at no cost to pilots and maintenance 
technicians in Europe and around the 
world who have become involuntarily 
unemployed. The company will provide at 
no cost recurrent training courses to pilots 
of business aircraft who were training under 
a full-service contract at the time they lost 
their job. Maintenance technicians who were 
enrolled in FSI’s Master Technician program 
can complete the next course toward 
completion of the program. Meanwhile, 
FSI has installed a new full flight simulator 
for the Bombardier Challenger 605 at its 
Farnborough Learning Center near London. 

z  Universal Opens Venice FBO
Universal Aviation has opened an FBO 

at Venice’s Marco Polo Airport. The 24/7 
facility offers ground handling, fuel and 
trip-support services, as well as concierge 
and customs, immigration and quarantine. 
The base in northeast Italy augments the 
company’s three other FBOs in the country 
at Rome Ciampino Airport and Milan’s 
Malpensa and Linate airports. 

z  Jet Aviation To Rejuvenate 
FBO and MRO Facilities
Evidence of the bizav industry’s 

willingness to invest in the face of economic 
adversity was provided by Jet Aviation’s 
launch of a “global refurbishment” program 
to renew and harmonize the look of its 
worldwide FBO and MRO network. The 
upgrades will start with the Switzerland-
based group’s facilities in Geneva, Zurich 
and Basel, focusing on lobbies and 
customer and crew lounges.

z  ExecuJet, Ruag Join Forces 
at Remodeled Geneva FBO
ExecuJet Aviation has extended its 

strategy of expanding an FBO network 
through strategic partnerships by 
announcing a tie-up with Ruag at Geneva. 
The FBO there has benefitted from a 
$3 million renovation that has seen the 
creation of several passenger lounges, a 
crew rest area, workstations and free Wi-Fi 
throughout. ExecuJet Europe managing 
director Cedric Migeon said that the 
move into what is claimed to be Europe’s 
second-busiest business aviation airport 
was motivated in part by the fact that its 
management fleet is growing at Geneva. 
Separately, ExecuJet announced a new 
alliance with Canada’s Gal Aviation and 
Mena Aerospace of Bahrain to cooperate in 
providing cabin interior upgrades through 
its Dubai facility. This effectively creates 
the Middle East’s first self-sufficient cabin 
interiors provider, with Mena’s Bahrain site 
being equipped for cabinetry, upholstery 
and electronics capability.

z  FlightAware Expands European 
Flight Tracking Services
U.S. flight-tracking specialist FlightAware 

introduced two new web-based products at 
EBACE. FlightAware Global provides real-
time flight tracking and is now available for 
operators in Europe. FBO ToolBox Europe 
is intended for FBOs and handlers. In 
addition to flight tracking, ToolBox provides 
airport traffic information and aircraft usage 
analysis along with features designed to 
improve customer service and assist sales 
and operations. It is supposed to help FBOs 
with tasks such as optimizing schedules and 
planning fuel needs. The greater difficulty 
of sourcing flight data in Europe, and local 
requirements that such information can 
be supplied only to aircraft owners or their 
representatives, means that FlightAware 
cannot provide this service for free (as it 
does in the U.S.). Instead, it will charge a 
base rate of €95 ($124).

z  Ex-Im Bank Speeds Up 
Lending for U.S. Aircraft
The U.S. Export-Import Bank has 

announced a new process to help get 
loans into the hands of foreign buyers of 
U.S.-made business aircraft. The export 
credit agency of the U.S. government told 
an EBACE press conference it will work 
with the qualified industry experts  
to perform due diligence and credit 
analysis of proposed transactions.  
“Ex-Im Bank understands that business 
aircraft transactions require specialized 
knowledge and experience but has limited 
resources to meet the growing demand 
for export financing in this industry,” 
said the bank’s chairman and president, 
Fred Hochberg. “By leveraging private-
sector expertise to assist and support 
our evaluation of these credits, we will 
be able to expand Ex-Im Bank’s support 
for U.S. business aircraft exports and the 
manufacturing jobs they sustain.”

The Gulfstream G280 on display at EBACE, S/N 2004, is the  
first production-conforming version of the super-midsize jet.

The difficult economic climate in Europe did little to dampen 
the enthusiasm of attendees on the static display (photo: 
Mark Wagner) or on the show floor (photo: David McIntosh).

A green G650 took a brief break from its flight-test 
program to appear on the static line in Geneva.

D
AV

ID
 M

cI
N

TO
S

H

M
A

R
K

 W
A

G
N

E
R

http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/galleries/ebace-convention-news/gulfstream-g280-ebace-2012
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/galleries/ebace-convention-news/gulfstream-g650-ebace
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/galleries/ebace-convention-news/gulfstream-g650-ebace
www.ainonline.com
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/ebace-convention-news/2012-05-14/cessna-launches-longitude-jet
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/ebace-convention-news/2012-05-14/bombardier-launches-two-new-learjets
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/ainalerts/2012-05-03/hawker-beech-files-chapter-11-bankruptcy-protection
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/ainalerts/2012-05-03/hawker-beech-files-chapter-11-bankruptcy-protection
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/ebace-convention-news/2012-05-13/dassault-falcon-2000s-set-2012-certification-0
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/ebace-convention-news/2012-05-13/dassault-falcon-2000s-set-2012-certification-0
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/ainalerts/2012-05-16/tbm-850-elite-offers-more-baggage-space
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/ainalerts/2012-05-16/tbm-850-elite-offers-more-baggage-space
www.ainonline.com

