
Turbine aircraft deliveries slipped in 2012
by Curt Epstein

While the business aviation 
industry greets each morsel of 
positive economic news with 
cautious optimism, continu-
ing financial indecision made 
2012 another depressed year 
for turbine aircraft deliveries, 
according to the General Avi-
ation Manufacturers Associa-
tion (GAMA), which released 

its year-end delivery totals last 
month. Last year general avi-
ation reached a milestone of 
sorts, according to GAMA 
chairman Brad Mottier. For the 
first time, he noted, shipments 
to North American buyers in 
all three airplane segments–jets, 
turboprops and pistons–dipped 
to 50 percent. “This signifies 

the more global nature of GA 
sales as reflected in our member 
companies, which are expand-
ing their operations globally to 
better manage and service their 
products,” he told the audience.

While 2012 saw a mod-
est increase in overall aircraft 
shipments, the lower-end non-
pressurized utility turboprop 
segment accounted for all of 
the gains, as overall billings 
decreased by nearly one percent, 
from $19 billion to $18.9 billion. 
The business jet and pressurized 
turboprop segments saw a year-
over-year decrease of approxi-
mately 4 percent. 

“While the 2012 shipment 
and billing data were mixed, 
the numbers don’t reflect the 
amount of development work 
in progress in general aviation,” 
said Mottier, GE Aviation’s vice 
president and general manager 
for business and general avia-
tion. “The general aviation seg-
ment is poised for resurgence in 
the next few years as these new 
technologies achieve certifica-
tion and enter the market.” 

Business jet manufacturers 
handed over 672 aircraft last 
year, 24 fewer than the previous 
year and the lowest tally since 
2004, when the airframers deliv-
ered 591 aircraft. Those delivery 
totals were buoyed by a fourth-
quarter push during which 
more than a third of the year’s 
bizjets were handed over. The 
decrease in deliveries was fueled 
by the shutdown of Hawker 
Beechcraft’s business jet lines. 
The manufacturer delivered 20 
fewer jets last year than it did 
the previous year. 

Among the major business 
jet builders, only Dassault saw 
a year-over-year increase in the 
number of aircraft delivered, 
handing over six more Falcon 
7Xs and two more 2000LXs in 
2012 than it did in 2011 to offset 
a decrease in 900LXs. 

Embraer matched its previous 
year’s delivery total, thanks to 
a fourth-quarter flurry that saw 
its customers take delivery of 53 
jets, more than half the Brazilian 
OEM’s 2012 output. While its 
light Phenom 100 saw a sizable 
decline in deliveries, the larger 
Phenom 300 and Legacy 650 
made up the difference. 

In North America, the 
remaining dedicated business 
aircraft manufacturers experi-
enced minor erosion. Cessna 
handed over two fewer jets 
last year than it did in 2011 for 

a little more than 1-percent 
change, the largest swing being 
with the Citation Mustang. The 
airframer delivered five fewer of 
the VLJs year-over-year. 

Bombardier was off its 2011 
pace by three jets. While the 
Canadian manufacturer deliv-
ered nine fewer Challenger 605s 
in 2012 than it did the previous 
year, it made up for the deficit by 
delivering 11 more Challenger 
300s than it did the previous 
year. It delivered a total of 179 
aircraft, more than one-third of 
them in the fourth quarter.

Gulfstream began deliveries 
of two new models in last year’s 
fourth quarter: the super-mid-
size G280 and the ultra-long-
range, large-cabin G650. While 
the company did not meet its 
early predictions for the num-
ber of G650s it would deliver in 
2012, the boost was enough to 
increase its year-over-year large-
cabin delivery totals by five. 
As the company wound down 
G200 deliveries in favor of the 
G280, its smaller-cabin offerings 
decreased from 21 in 2011 to 11 
in 2012, with more than half of 
those coming in the final quar-
ter of the year. Last year to align 
itself with the other bizjet manu-
facturers, the General Dynamics 
subsidiary changed its report-
ing to include only completed 
aircraft deliveries, resulting in 
a change to its previously listed 
2011 final delivery totals. 

GAMA is now including Boe-
ing and Airbus twin-aisle 747-8 
and ACJ330 deliveries in its 
standard reporting rather than 
noting them in a footnote. How-
ever, the association chose not to 
include them in its billings cal-
culations because the dispropor-
tionate cost of these bizliners 
could skew the entire general avi-
ation industry’s billing totals. For 
example, the eight private 747-8s 
that Boeing delivered in 2012–
valued at nearly $2 billion alone–
would account for more than 10 
percent of the entire industry 
billings for the year. Those eight 
aircraft, however, paved the way 
for a 50-percent increase over 
Boeing’s delivery tally the previ-
ous year, while Airbus handed 
over one fewer private jet last 
year than it did in 2011. Embraer 
delivered five of its E190-derived 
Lineage 1000s and E-Jet shuttles 
in 2012, two more than it did the 
previous year.

Turboprop Deliveries
Last year’s better-than-

10-percent increase in turboprop 
deliveries (580 compared with 
526 in 2011) can be attributed 
to GAMA’s recent inclusion of 

agricultural aircraft manufac-
turers such as Air Tractor and 
Thrush, which have seen an 
upsurge in their business world-
wide. When those and other 
non-pressurized models are fil-
tered out, the picture changes to 
a 6.3-percent decrease in deliv-
eries year-over-year, with none 
of the manufacturers exceed-
ing their 2011 delivery totals. 
Hawker Beechcraft–which at 
press time had just emerged 
from bankruptcy protection 
with its turboprop business 
intact–delivered 85 King Airs 
last year, down slightly from 
the 92 it handed over in 2011. 
Italian manufacturer Piag-
gio saw a drastic downturn in 
Avanti II deliveries last year, 
handing over five of the tur-
boprop twins compared with  
14 in 2011. “It was a year that 
we saw a number of deals not 
come together in terms of tim-
ing,” said Piaggio America 
president John Bingham, “but 
already in 2013 we have seen a 
much enhanced interest in our 
aircraft and a much higher level 
of prospects.” 

The number of Daher-Soca-
ta TBM850 deliveries remained 
static from year to year, as did 
deliveries of the Piper Meridi-
an. Pilatus was off  by one 
aircraft from the 63 PC-12s 
delivered in 2011. Newly added 
to the list of single-engine 
turboprop manufacturers is 
Extra Aircraft. The German 
company delivered the first two 
of its six-seaters last year, sever-
al years after the aircraft 
received EASA certification. 

When asked about his predic-
tions for the year ahead, GAMA 
president and CEO Pete Bunce 
noted some hurdles such as the 
still-lurking threat of sequestra-
tion, which could hobble some 
crucial U.S. government agen-
cies, and the financial uncer-
tainty still gripping the globe. 
“When the economy finally does 
recover in North America and 
we see recovery in Europe, this 
entire industry is going to take 
off,” said Bunce. “That’s why 
you see all this investment. These 
are smart men and women run-
ning these companies, and we 
wouldn’t be spending the billions 
of dollars in investment unless 
we saw a bright future ahead.” 
 o

Turbine Business Airplanes Worldwide Deliveries 2012 vs. 2011
Pressurized airplanes only

Manufacturer Model 2012 2011 % 
Change

4Q 
2012

Airbus ACJ318 Elite 2 2 0
ACJ319 6 6 3
ACJ320 Prestige 0 1 0
ACJ330 1 1 0
Total 9 10 -10% 3

Boeing BBJ* 2 8 0
BBJ2* 2 0 0
BBJ3 0 0 0
B747-8 8 0 4
Total 12 8 50% 4

Bombardier Learjet 40XR/45XR 24 24 11
Learjet 60XR 15 19 8
Challenger 300 48 37 13
Challenger 605 34 43 7
Global 5000/6000 54 53 19
CL850/870/890 4 6 2
Total 179 182 -1.60% 60

Cessna Mustang 38 43 14
CJ1+ 0 2 0
CJ2+ 19 15 7
CJ3 21 22 4
CJ4 44 48 9
Citation Encore+ 0 4 0
Citation XLS+ 31 27 10
Citation Sovereign 22 19 7
Citation X 6 3 2
Total 181 183 -1.10% 53

Daher-Socata TBM 850 38 38 0% 15
Dassault Falcon 900LX 7 11 2

Falcon 900EX EASy 0 1 0
Falcon 2000LX 22 20 10
Falcon 7X 37 31 11
Total 66 63 4.80% 23

Embraer Phenom 100 29 41 13
Phenom 300 48 42 24
Legacy 600/650 17 13 13
Legacy 1000 2 3 1
Shuttles (ERJs and E-Jets) 3 0 2
Total 99 99 0% 53

Extra EA 500 2 0 N/A 1
Gulfstream** G150/200/280 11 21 6

G350/450/500/550/650 83 78 31
Total 94 99 -5.10% 37

Hawker 
Beechcraft

King Air C90GTx 25 29 8
King Air B200/B250 22 25 8
King Air 350i 38 38 14
Premier 1A 3 11 0
Hawker 400XP 0 1 0
Hawker 750 0 7 0
Hawker 800XP 0 1 0
Hawker 900XP 17 22 2
Hawker 4000 12 10 7
Total 117 144 -18.80% 29

Piaggio Avanti II 5 14 -64.80% 3
Pilatus PC-12 62 63 -1.60% 26
Piper Meridian 32 32 0% 9
Grand total: Jets 672 696 -3.40% 242
Grand total: Turboprops 224 239 -6.30% 84
Grand total: Jets and Turboprops 896 935 -4.20% 326

*Denotes deliveries of “green” aircraft. **Gulfstream deliveries are now identified at the time of “outfitted” 
rather than “green”; 2011 delivery numbers were changed to reflect this.
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